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Title 3—The President Proc. 8264 

My Administration is committed to helping Americans achieve their 
dreams of homeownership. We have worked to ensure that the mortgage in-
dustry is more transparent, reliable, and fair, and in order to sustain home-
ownership, we have launched initiatives to help responsible homeowners 
keep their homes. The FHASecure program has given the Federal Housing 
Administration more flexibility in refinancing mortgages for homeowners 
who have good credit histories but cannot afford their current payments. 
In addition, the HOPE NOW Alliance connects struggling homeowners with 
lenders, loan servicers, and mortgage counselors to help families stay in 
their homes. Homeowners deserve our help, and these initiatives assist 
those in need. 

During National Homeownership Month and throughout the year, I encour-
age all Americans to take advantage of financial education opportunities to 
explore homeownership. My Advisory Council on Financial Literacy is 
finding ways to help educate people from all walks of life about matters 
pertaining to their finances and their futures. By practicing fiscal responsi-
bility, Americans can contribute to the strength of our neighborhoods and 
our country. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2008 as National Home-
ownership Month. I call upon the people of the United States to join me 
in recognizing the importance of homeownership and building a more pros-
perous future for themselves and their communities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sec-
ond. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 8264 of May 30, 2008 

Black Music Month, 2008 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America’s diverse musical heritage exemplifies the creativity and optimism 
of our Nation. During Black Music Month, we celebrate the extraordinary 
talents and creativity of African-American singers, musicians, and com-
posers whose achievements have enriched our culture and enhanced our 
lives. 

For generations, African-American artists have created music that commu-
nicates across racial boundaries and expresses both joy and sorrow. When 
facing the cruelty of slavery and injustice, African Americans lifted spir-
ituals to the heavens, bringing comfort to troubled souls. These timeless 
declarations of hope and faith evolved into the more modern genres of gos-
pel, blues, ragtime, and jazz, and they are given voice in the musical genius 
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Proclamations Proc. 8265 

of Scott Joplin, Marian Anderson, Eubie Blake, and Mahalia Jackson. Dur-
ing the Civil Rights era, African-American musicians such as Duke Elling-
ton, Muddy Waters, and Ruth Brown conveyed the struggles of their com-
munities while bringing people of all backgrounds together. Today, this 
music continues to inspire America’s citizens and advance its creative spir-
it. 

Throughout the course of American history, black musicians have used 
their great talents to share the richness of the African-American experience 
and to develop a uniquely American style of music enjoyed throughout the 
world. This month, we honor the pioneers of African-American music and 
today’s contemporary artists who have enriched the lives of people every-
where. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2008 as Black Music 
Month. I encourage all Americans to learn more about the history of black 
music and to enjoy the great contributions of African-American singers, 
musicians, and composers. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 8265 of May 30, 2008 

Great Outdoors Month, 2008 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

From the Appalachian Mountains to the Grand Canyon, America is blessed 
with places of natural beauty where our citizens can discover the full 
splendor of this great Nation. During Great Outdoors Month, our Nation 
celebrates the grandeur of our open spaces, strengthens our commitment to 
preserving this heritage, and reaffirms our dedication to protecting our air, 
water, and lands. 

My Administration remains dedicated to wise stewardship of the environ-
ment, and we will continue to protect our Nation’s natural wonders. This 
past year, we have made great strides in helping wildlife thrive and in re-
storing habitat for migratory birds through cooperative conservation. Work-
ing with State and tribal officials, we are preserving important wildlife 
habitats and expanding the National Wildlife Refuge system. Citizens can 
visit takepride.gov to learn more about opportunities to care for our envi-
ronment. 

Great Outdoors Month is an opportunity to honor those who work to keep 
our natural places beautiful and to celebrate some of our country’s favorite 
outdoor pastimes. These activities encourage a healthy lifestyle and give 
Americans pride in the great American landscape. As responsible stewards 
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